
[Thursday, 1 August, 1908.] 125

I have already cited the case of a
church organisation which, within the last
fortnight, has, after making a subdivision,
been selling blocks of land at $2,500, and
yet within a quarter of a mile of this tract
of land blocks were being auctioned by
private developers at $5,000 each. The
Government, therefore, should clamp down
on this excessive profit taking, because it
means that young couples in this State
have no future whatsoever in regard to
purchasing a block of land.

The average member of Parliament has
great regard for the welfare of young
people and therefore we should make every
endeavour to see that they are suitably
housed. Only the other day I heard of a
young married couple who were being
evicted from their home; and, in addition,
the young husband has been struck an-
other blow because his wife has had to
enter hospital and he is now faced with
hospital and medical expenses amounting
to $500. What chance has he of ever
being able to pay for a house out of the
average working man's wage of $37 a
week?

Accordingly. I have much pleasure in
supporting the amendment to the Address-
in-Reply moved by the Leader of the
Opposition. Like him I regret that prices
have been allowed to continue to spiral
in Western Australia, and I also regret
that no effective action has been taken by
the Government to suppress this ever-
mounting difficulty in the State.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
0 Neil (Minister for Housing).

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION
Council Personnel

Message from the Council received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees elected by that House.

House adjourned at 10.12 p.m.

Thursday, the 1st August, 1968

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 2.30 P.m., and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS (10): ON NOTICE
'GIVE WAY" AND "STOP" SIGNS

Basis for Determining Installation
1. The Hon. C. E. GRIFFITHS asked the

Minister for Mines:
(1) What is the basis for determining

whether or not traffic signs ("Give
Way" and "Stop" signs) are in-
stalled at intersections in the
metropolitan area?

(2) Whichi'department or departments
confer in the considerations?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) "Stop" or "Give Way" signs are

installed on the basis of warrants
recommended by the conference
of state traffic control engineers.
These warrants take account of
factors such as sight distance.
safe approach speeds, and ac-
cident history, and these aspects
are investigated by the Main
Roads Department before instal-
lation of these signs is recom-
mended.

(2) This conference has representa-
tion from the following depart-
ments:-

Traffic Commission, Victoria
Main Roads Department,

Queensland
Department of Motor Trans-

port, New South Wales
National Capital Development

Commission
Main Roads Department,

Western Australia
Transport Department. Tas-

mania
Road Traffic Board, South

Australia.

STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY
Perth-Kalgoorlie Service:

Type and Timetable
2. The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the

Minister for Mines:
When the passenger train service
commences on the standard gauge
railway line from Perth to Kal-
goorlie and return-
(a) what type of service is con-

templated;
(b) what will the timetable be de-

parting from-
(i) Perth: and
(ii) Kalgoorlie;

(c) will there be any alternative
service?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH replied:
(a) a diesel-rail car service will be

provided.
(b) (i) and (ii) These timetables

have not yet been resolved.
(c) Limited overnight sleeping

berth accommodation Will be
available on interstate pas-
senger services.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Reimbursement while on National Service

3. The Hon. J. DOLAN asked the Mini-
ster for Mines:

Will the Government give consid-
eration to following the example
of the New South Wales Govern-
ment and making good any loss of
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pay incurred by Government em-
ployees who are balloted for
national service?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
This matter was considered by
Cabinet in 1965 when it was de-
cided to grant to national service
trainees the same conditions as
those applying in the Common-
wealth Public Service-leave to be
taken without pay with no
eligibility for any part of Public
Service pay while on service.
Cabinet was aware that New
South Wales had agreed to meet
the difference between salary and
service Pay. New South Wales is
the only State which has not
adopted Commonwealth condi-
tions.
It is not felt that
any change in
which requires an
existing policy.

there has been
circumstances

amendment to

Trainees are entitled to normal
salary increments whilst on
national service training and leave
counts for long service leave Pur-
poses: promotion and appeal
rights are protected. Special study
leave and Promotional provisions
apply to officers returning from
national service training.

SEWERAGE
Extension to Wembley Downs'

4. The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON asked
the Minister for Mines:
(1) Is a sewerage main to be extended

into Wembley Downs?
(2) If so, when will it be completed?
(3) When is it proposed to commience

connecting households to the
main?

(4) How long will it be before connec-
tions are provided for the whole
of the Wembley Downs disltrict?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) In the second half of 1969.
(3) Not before 1970.
(4) The programme will depend upon

loan funds available for sewerage
works throughout the metropoli-
tan area and the relative urgency
between sewering this district and
sewerlng other districts at present
unsewered.

BUILDING INDUSTRY
Imposters: Amending Legislation

5. The Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked the
Minister for Mines:
(1) Has the Government's attention

been drawn to the impostures be-
ing perpetrated by unethical in-
dividuals posing as registered

builders, using for convenience
and personal gain, sections 10OB
and 10C of the Builders' Registra-
tion Act, as their means to an
end?

(2) Will steps be taken at an early
date to amend the Act to prevent.
the continuance of this impos-
ture?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.

PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS
Else of Yellow Paint

6. The Hon. G. E. D. E3RAND asked the
Minister for Mines:
(1) As it has been suggested that

.yellow paint is more readily dis-
cernible, particularly in wet
weather, has the Main Roads
Department ever evaluated a com-
parison between it and white
paint for use on pedestrian cross-
walks and other road signs?

(2) Does the department have a pre-
ference for a certain colour?

(3) If so, what are its reasons for the
preference?

The H-on. A. F.'GRIFFITH replied:
(1) There is no firm evidence that the

use of yellow paint is to be pre-
ferred to white for road marking.
Consideration is being given by
Australian road and traffic con-
trol authorities to the adoption of
a two colour line marking system
wherein the colour yellow will be
used to denote a prohibition such
as "No Overtaking."
In view of the possible adoption of
this code throughout Australia, it
is desirable for the Present to re-
serve the use of yellow paint for
this likely usage.

(2) No, but the use of white has be-
comie traditional in Western Aus-
tralia over many years.

(3) Answered by (2).

TOILET CISTERNS
Availability

7. The Hon. J. DOLAN asked the Min-
ister for Mines:
(1) Does the Public Works Depart-

ment or Government Stores keep
a stock of toilet cisterns so that
they are available when urgently
needed by Government institutions
such as schools and hospitals?

(2) If not, will consideration be given
to-
(a) keeping sufficient stock in the

Public Works Department or
Government Stores; or
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(b) having credit established with
a firm stacking these articles,
so that, when needed, they
can be obtained without un-
necessary delay?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) The Public Works Department

keeps adequate supplies of the
commonly used types of cisterns,
together wvith stocks of spares.
Special cisterns can be obtained
at short notice if required.

(2) Answered by (1).

HIGH SCHOOLS
South-East Metro politan Province:

Enrolmnents
8. The Hon. C. E. GRIFFITHS asked the

Minister for mines:
(1) Which primary schools will be

Providing the first year students
to the Bentley High School and
the new high school in Bruce
Street, Manning, at the com-
mencement of the 1969 school
year?

(2) What Is the anticipated total en-
rolmenits at these two high
schools?

Basis for Establishment in Metropolitan
Area

(3) What is the basis for the creation
of a fourth year high school In
the metropolitan area?

The Hon. A. F. GRIF'FITH replied:
(1) Bentley Senior High School:

Bentley Primary School.
Millen Primary School.

Manning High School:
Collier Primary School.
Como Primary School.
Koonawarra Primary School.
Manning Primary School.

(2) For 1969 the anticipated enrol-
mnents will be-

Bentley Senior High
School..... ....-.. .... 1,320

Manning High School 280
The eventual enrolment at the
Manning High School will be in
excess of 1,000 students.

(3) Adequate enrolments to enable
the provision of the full range of
courses and subjects at the upper
school level.

IRON ORE
Freight Rate: Koolyanobbing-Kwinana

9. The Hon. Rt. H. C. STUBBS asked the
Minister for Mines:

With reference to the transport of
iron ore from Koolyanobbing to
Swinana on the standard gauge
railway line-
(a) what freight rate per ton or

ton-mile is being chargted by

the Railways Department for
such carriage;

(bi) are there any extra charges
involved; and

(c) are any concessions or dis-
counts allowed?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(a) The freight rate for the

estimated 1,100,000 tons of
iron ore to be hauled in the
current year from Koolyanob-
bing to Kwinana for Austra-
lian Iron & Steel Pty. Ltd., as
promulgated in the B.H.P.
Agreement Act No. 67 of 1960,
is 1.067c per ton mile.
Under the terms of the agree-
ment the freight rates are
subject to amendment in
accordance with variations in
costs and they are currently
the subject of negotiation.

(b) No.
(c) No.

HOUSING
Bentley High flensity Dlevelop~ment:

Social Survey

10. The Hon. C. E. GRIFFITHS asked the
Minister for Mines:
(1) In the light of the Minister's

answer to (1) of my question on
the 30th July. 1968, in which he
confirms that no cost analysis has
been carried out by the State
Housing Commission, and that
experience of local and Eastern
States housing authorities is the
basis for assuming that the pro-
posed Bentley scheme is sound
economically, has the State Hous-
Ing Commission carried out any
social survey similar to the one
carried out by the Brotherhood
of St. Laurence in Victoria in
order to ascertain whether or not
people who qualify for State Hous-
ing Commission assistance prefer
low, medium, or high density
accommodation?

(2) If the answer to (1) is "Yes,"
would the Minister give full details
of any such survey?

(3) If the answer to (1) is "No," who
made the decision and on what
basis was it made?

The Hon. A. F. GRIhFITH replied:

(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) The Government, after consider-

ing all the factors mentioned in
the answer to the questton on the
30th July, 1988.
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SUPPLY BILL
Standing Orders Suspension

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) 12.42
P.m.]: I move-

That So much of the Standing
Orders be suspended so as to enable
the Supply Bill to have precedence
each day before the Address-In-Reply,
and to be passed through all stages
at any one sitting.

I would like to explain briefly that this is
the motion which the Leader of the House
moves at approximately this time of the
year as a matter of custom. The purpose
is to enable us to deal with the Supply
Hill ahead of the Address-ini-Reply debate
which, as members know, usually occupies
some time. If the House agrees to the
motion I will ask leave to move the second
reading. Alter that there is no real hurry-
if I could use those words-to have the
Supply Hill passed this afternoon.

I would be quite satisfied if the Leader of
the Opposition secured the adjournment of
the debate until Tuesday to permit us to
deal with the Hill on Tuesday as speedily
as possible. I hope the House agrees to the
motion.

THE HON. W. F. WILLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan-Leader of the Opposi-
tion) [2.43 p.m.]: I merely rise to accept
the explanation given by the Leader of the
House when moving for the suspension of
Standing Orders. I am glad of the
Minister's assurance that we will be given
sufficient time to collate what information
we may require to enable us to speak to
the Bill on Tuesday. On behalf of the
Opposition I think I can give an under-
taking that we will be prepared to deal
with the Bill in its entirety on Tuesday
next.

Question put and passed.

Second Reading

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) (2.44
p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

It is customary to introduce early in the
session a Supply Bill for the purpose of
providing sufficient funds to meet the
needs of the State for a period of three
months.

However, this year the Consolidated
Revenue Fund Estimates and the Loan
Estimates will be presented under the Pro-
visions of the revised Standing Orders now
applicable in their House of introduction.

These new provisions require that an
Appropriation Bill for the Consolidated
Revenue Fund be Presented and proceeded
with in a similar manner as any other

Bill is dealt with. The Appropriation (Con-
solidated Revenue Fund) Bill will accord-
ingly Provide for the appropriation of a
sum of money which, in addition to the
amount previously granted under Supply,
will be sufficient for the services of the year
as detailed in the Estimates.

It is intended that the Consolidated
Revenue Fund Estimates be tabled im-
mediately after the second reading of the
Appropriation Bill in another place and
be the subject of explanation and discus-
sion in Committee.

It is of interest to note that the
presentation of the General Loan Fund
Estimates will follow a similar procedure.

These Revenue Budget and Loan Esti-
mates for the current financial year are
at present being drawn up and until they
are ready, and while the Appropriation
Bills are under consideration, it is neces-
sary for funds to be made available to
carry on the normal Government services.

Consequently, we may expect the intro-
duction of the Appropriation Bill at an
earlier stage in the session than is usual.
In these circumstances, the earlier intro-
duction of the Appropriation Bills will
render it not practical for further Supply
to be sought after their introduction, and
this explains the reason for the substantial
amounts of money being sought under the
provisions of this Bill from the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund, General Loan Fund,
and from the Public Account to enable the
Treasurer to make such temporary ad-
vances as may be necessary in the conduct
of the affairs of the State.

This latter advance is for an issue of
$5,000,000 from the Public Account and,
in fact, similar to the figure sought at
this point last year.

An issue of $110,000,000, which Is sought
from the Consolidated Revenue Fund by
this Bill, exceeds last year's initial request
by $62,000,000, and the $30,000,000 required
from money to the credit of the General
Loan Fund exceeds last year's initial re-
quirement for a three monthly period by
$15,000,000.

Mr. President, this is the first financial
Hill to be introduced in this Parliament
since Western Australia ceased to be a
claimant State. We, therefore, share with
the Premier and Treasurer, I am sure,
his pleasure In this state of affairs having
come about.

-When introducing this measure in
another place, the Treasurer remarked on
the very high rate of economic growth
achieved In this State in recent years be-
ing reflected in the growth of the State's
own revenues, thus leading us to a position
where the future growth of revenue could
be expected to be comparable to that real-
ised in the other non-claimant States. The
Treasurer said-

Only a short time ago, even with
taxes and charges set at levels fully
comparable with those levied in the
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other major States, the natural growth
of revenue in Western Australia, with
the formula growth of the Financial
Assistance Grant, was not sufficient to
enable us to match the services given
in those States. We needed increasing
assistance to fi1l the gap and this was
Provided by a growing Special Grant.

The Government believes the time has
Come when that gap will no longer expand
and may even decrease should seasons con-
tinue favourable and mineral prospects be-
come realities.

Should these predictions, which I feel
sure are soundly based, be realised, we
could not expect that the Special Grant
would continue to increase but, on the
contrary, in line with our reeds, would, at
best, remain at about the same level if not
decline.

Therefore, were we to be assured that
the $15,500,000 Special Grant received in
1968 would continue to be made to this
State, in addition to the Financial Assis-
tance Grant that would be forthcoming
under the formula, we would consider that
we would not need additional assistance to
balance our Budget and no longer need to
have recourse to the Commonwealth
Grants Commission.

Indeed, this proposition is the one put to
the Prime Minister and the other State
Premiers by the Premier of Western Aus-
tralia. That these overtures were success-
ful was evident from the fact that the
agreement finally concluded was that we
will receive $15,500,000 in each of the
1968-69 and 1969-70 years. by way of sup-
plement to the Financial Assistance Grant
determined under the formula.

In addition to that, this sum will be
added to the 1969-70 Financial Assistance
Grant when arriving at the base figure for
the grants to be paid during the following
five-year period. We are satisfied that this
is the best possible deal that we could
have hoped to obtain.

The State, in consideration of these pay-
ments, will not seek a special grant
through the Commonwealth Grants Com-
mission for 1968-69 and 1969-70. We have
also undertaken to accept the advance
grant of $15,500,000 for 1967-68 as the final
grant for that year, so we will not require
the Grants Commission to determine a
completion grant for that year.

This being so, the surplus of $829,000
for 1967-68 announced recently is the final
result for last year, and Is a very satisfac-
tory result, too. I am sure it satisfies the
people on the bench opposite me.

In effect, too, this represents one of the
many advantages which now fall to us as
a non-claimant State In that we will no
longer have to wait some 15 months after
the end of a financial year to ascertain
how we really finished up.

There are others, of course, not the
least being the greater flexibility which
our newly won status gives the Govern-
ment when framing its Budget for the corn-
ing year, aspects of which it is proposed
to deal with at greater length when speak-
ing to the Appropriation Bill later in the
session.

The introduction of that measure will
also Present an opportunity for members
to become acquainted with the full re-
quirements for 1968 and the means by
which they are to be financed but, in par-
ticular, in another place upon the tabling
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund Esti-
mates and the subsequent explanation and
discussion in Committee.

The purpose of this Bill then, is to grant
Supply to Her Majesty of a sum not ex-
ceeding $145,000,000 for the services of the
State for the year ending the 30th June,
1969.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. W. P'. Willesee (Leader of the Opposi-
tion).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: F'OURTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 31st July, on
the following motion by The Eon. F. R.
White:-

flat the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency:-

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legisla-
tive Council of the Parliament of
Western Australia, in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to deliver to
Parliament.

THE HON. Rt. IF. CLAUGHTON (North
Metropolitan) [2.55 p.m.]: First of all may
I congratulate you, Sir, on your election
for a further term as President of this
Council. I feel sure you owe this honour
to the confidence members have in the fIn-
partiality of your decisions and the dis-
tinction and dignity you impart to the
position.

I also offer congratulations to the mem-
ber for West Province on his speech in
moving the Address-in-Reply, and I sup-
port that motion. I question. however, the
portion of his address in which he attri-
butes the reason for the number of mar-
ried women entering the work force to an
increase in hire-purchase commitments.
I suggest there is a far more potent
reason in the necessity for married people
to remain working; that is, to raise finance
to build their homes.

It is pleasing to note that the Govern-
ment has admitted-even though belatedly
-that stress exists in the matter of hous-
ing and land, a situation which is causing
not only stress, but distress.
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No one will deny that the development of
the State's material resources is important
and that much progress has been wade.
In this regard, the Government was most
fortunate in that soon after it took office
in 1959, the embargo on the export of iron
ore was lifted by the Federal Government.
Certainly it was this step that led to the
tremendous discoveries that followed.

It is my view, however, that the devel-
opment of the State's most important re-
source-its people-has been neglected by
the Government, the approach of which
has been pedestrian, unimaginative, and
conservative. In its dealings with the
general public it has been accused of arro-
gance; and it appears to be remote from
the problems that burden the people.

The chief symptom of this neglect is
evidenced in the matter of housing and
land. Here I would refer to page 15 of
the report of the committee on land taxa-
tion and land prices in Western Australia,
otherwise known as "The MeCarrey Re-
port." The report states-

The rise in land prices has been
general and far in excess of the in-
crease in economic capacity to pay
them. Unquestionably we are faced
with land-price inflation of serious
proportions.

Elsewhere, the report refers to the social
and economic consequences that flow from
this situation.

It is the quality of life that people
experience that is the real indicator of
our progress. Admittedly it would be
difficult to define and measure quality of
life, but an increase in overtime, a rise in
the incidence of married women in the
work force, a rise in the consumption of
alcohol, and the spread of venereal disease
could perhaps be taken as negative indi-
cators.

It is the land-price inflation that is
threatening our way of life and our ex-
pectation of enlarged horizons. let us
look a little more closely at this problem
which is asserted to be of serious propor-
tions.

I would refer members to tables 1 and
2 on page 15 of the report where increases
in land prices are examined. To take the
figures for Wembley Downs, the district
with which I am most familiar, we find a
rise from $935 in 1956 to $5,080 in 1967,
an increase of 443 per cent. This, I feel,
is a conservative top price. Today it
would be difficult to purchase a block
below $8,000, and prices range as high as
$10,000; so that no slowing down of the
rate of inflation is discernible.

The effect of these land prices on hous-
ing finance is demonstrated on page 43
of the report where a comparison is drawn
from State Housing Commission costs. In
1956, the land component of the total cost
of a house was 12 per cent., but by 1966
this had risen to 22.2 per cent.

In an area such as Wembley Downs the
figure would be in excess of 30 per cent.,
having in mind the generally more expen-
sive type of home constructed there. It
could quite rightly be said that Wembley
Downs and City Beach are extreme ex-
amples but in any favoured area proposed
home owners would be fortunate to obtain
land for less than $5,000 or $6,000, Apart
from sharp increases in the price of land,
building costs have risen also-though,
more moderately.

The effect of this situation, which has
been allowed to develop through an in-
comprehensible lack of action by this Gov-
ernment, is to create far-reaching social
and economic problems which, apparently,
are only a matter of concern to the
Minister when they Impinge on the price
of industrial land. A number of these prob-
lems are examined in the McCarrey re-
port and I would draw the attention of
members to chapter 6 which covers
aspects I do not propose to talk on now.
The Minister for Mines has informed us
that State Housing Commission homnes
can be obtained on a deposit as low as
$200, but this is small comfort when there
is a waiting period of three years to ob-
tain such a home. During that period
families may be living in most unsatis-
factory circumstances and they may be
excluded because of the salary bar. Ap-
plications date back as far as May and
July, 1965. During the period of waiting
families may be living in shared homes,
substandard homes, or in flats, and very
likely paying excessively high rents. We
have the saddening spectacle of unfortu-
nate couples unable to buy land on which
to build, paying high rents for accomnmo-
dation, and unable to save because of
those high rents.

Can a solution be found? The report
which I have quoted suggests a three-
pronged attack, which can be found on
page 50, Firstly, an immediate increase
in the supply of land; secondly, measures
to force land held by speculators on to
the market-for example, by charging
higher taxes--and, thirdly, measures to re-
duce speculation, such as the conditional
sale of land. This will be done, for Instanc,
in conjunction with the auction to be held
by the Rural and Industries Bank at Ear-
rinyup on Saturday week.

It is admitted that no ready solution will
be found and the actions of the Govern-
ment will be watched with interest. It is
almost certain that whatever course is
adopted by the Government, there will be
little likelihood of a general scaling down
of prices. For this reason I would suggest
that the Government examine more closely
the publication "Perpetual Leasehold or
Freehold" referred to on Tuesday by Mr.
Willesee. If the Act relating to leasehold
conditions contains unrealistic limitations
then commonsense indicates that it
should be amended.

130
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From the reply given by The Hon. A. F.
-Griffith to a question asked by The Hon.
W. F. Willesee-that homes are available
from $200-are we meant to assume that
all prospective home owners are able to
,obtain commission homes, or would desire
to do so? This is just nonsense and the
Minister surprises me that he should give
such an answer. Furthermore, if 4j per
cent. of the appraised value is all that is
required for rent for leasehold land then
this surely is much to be preferred to hav-
Ing to save $5,000 or more just to buy land,
before the building of a home can be con-
templated.

How many years nearer to home owner-
ship leasehold conditions must place pros-
pective owners. The publication which I
named earlier also illustrates that large
savings are possible under leasehold condi-
tions. For example, case "A" on page 6
shows the comparison when building the
same priced house on leasehold land in
Canberra and on freehold land in Mel-
bourne. The amount of saving to the Can-
berra owner is $5,710. In this instance the
price of land-freehold-was set at $3,380,
which would be a very reasonable price in
this State. This is quite a significant sav-
ing and when coupled with the fact that
there is no need to spend savings to pur-
chase land, leasehold as against freehold
must be considered very attractive under
Present conditions.

I would like now to make some com-
ments on education, particularly as it con-
cerns Parents and Citizens' Associations.
When a new school is established the bare
minimum of equipment is supplied by the
Education Department and the burden of
providing all those things which we take
for granted, and which we accept as
normal, falls on the parents and citizens
in the initial period of the opening of the
school. I would refer to The W.t A. Parent
and Citizen, of the 11th July, 1968-vol.
11, No. 11, which lists same of the items
that are supplied by the parents and citi-
zens. It is only a short list and includes
reticulation, cricket pitches, shrubs, fer-
tilisers, loam, goal posts, sand, and mark-
ing materials. Incidentals in the school
itself include telephone, duplicating paper,
petty cash, insurance, record cards, sten-
cils and cabinet for storage, typewriter
and maintenance, and so on.

At the Initial stage the parents and citi-
zens are confronted with a bare interior
as well as a bare exterior to the school,
and although they are subsidised to a cer-
tain extent for the items they purchase,
it is the parents and citizens who must
first of all raise the money. The initiative
must come from the school. I will give
some illustration of the costs which the
parents have to face. At the North City
Beach School the development of the
grounds has Just cost $2,000. The Karrin-
yup Primary School hopes to be provided
with reticulation which will cost $6,000, of
which the parents and citizens will have to
Pay $3,000.

The need for the Parents and Citizens'
Association to raise these funds, I feel,
destroys the real function of the organisa-
tion. I will quote again from The W.A.
Parent and Citizen, Vol. 11, No. 12, pub-
lished in August, 1968. The article is
headed, "Enlightened Interest and En-
thusiasm Needed in Education" and con-
tains the following:-

The Present trend in some schools
is to seek money only and forget all
about one of the main objects of a
P. and C. Association "to promote the
interests of the school by bringing
parents, pupils and teaching staff into
close co-operation."

I suggest there may be a way to relieve the
schools of Part of this burden so that the
efforts of the parents and citizens can be
concentrated more on what goes on in the
school itself. This, of course, may not
be a feasible idea but I think it is worth
considering. My suggestion is that there
should be a separation of the grounds--
which are to be used for recreation-from
the area where the buildings of the school
are situated.

My idea it to pass the recreation grounds
over to the local shire council because the
facilities which are provided there should
be available to the general community.
I feel the whole community should be res-
ponsible for making these facilities avail-
able because, in general, they are for the
use of every member of the community.
Also. It would relieve some Pressure on
the Education Vote itself enabling more
money to be made available to improve the
educational system. No doubt there will
be some objection to this suggestion from
the school staff as they will probably take
the view that if people are allowed to
wander around the school grounds willy-
nilly, a great deal of vandalism will result.
However, this need not be the case, be-
cause even a simple visual separation of
the area would be enough to deter un-
desirables from entering the schools
grounds.

On occasions, in some suburbs, it Is
found that the shires provide facilities
which are used by the schoolchildren. I
know that for some time the pupils of the
North Inns loo Primary School made use
of an oval for their sporting activities. As
this oval was some distance from the
school the school staff had some difficulty
In maintaining proper discipline.

On looking at the existing system I
would also suggest that we should make
a review of this traditional system and
consider whether it still meets the needs
of the times in which we live. We should
ask ourselves: Should we now make a more
adventurous approach to education? It
seems to me, with the pressure of develop-
ment, there will be difficulty in trying to
keep up with the rapid growth the State
is making if we continue to progress along
traditional lines. With a rapidly-growing
Population and the need to provide a
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greater number of schools, surely this pre-
sents an opportunity to change the system
with a view to bringing about some new
order in education. The opportunity
definitely presents itself at the present
time.

For what it is worth, I make the sug-
gestion that the Government should spon-
sor the formation of discussion groups
which could raise questions such as: Are
we satisfied with the results we are ob-
taining under our present system of
education? If we had an opportunity,
would we retain this same sort of system.
or adopt a completely different system?
I am of the opinion greater use could also
be made of the school as a centre of com-
munity activlty At present a school is
closed at approximately 3.30 p.m. until
about S a.m. the following morning, and
it is closed for the full weekend. To me
this seems to be a completely inefficient
use of what represents a very large capi-
tal investment. Therefore, some review
should be made of this aspect with the
object of making greater use of our schools
and the money that is spent on them,
and so bring the school into greater con-
tact with the people in the community.

Perhaps the Government Is already do-
ing something along the lines of the
suggestion I am about to make, but I think
we should introduce retraining pro-
grammes where it Is found that changes
in skill and technology render people less
capable of filling a role they have filled
in past years. For example, those work-
ers who have become redundant in their
present positions could undergo a retrain-
.ing programme. Mature married women
form another section of the community
who, after being bound to their children
for. many years, are looking for something
that will give them a new interest in the
community. There needs to be a more
positive attitude adopted to assist these
women to play again a useful role in
society If they so desire. On this point I
will close my remarks and thank members
for their attention.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The-
Hon. I. 0. Medcalf.

House adjourned at 3.16 p.m.

4Ta2flIZUU Atmrmbly
Thursday, the 1st August, 1968

The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
Voting at Mowan jam: Personal

Explanation
MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the

Opposition) (2.16 p.m.]: I seek leave of
the House to make an explanation.

The SPEAKER: Is there any dissentient
against leave being granted to the Leader
of the Opposition to make an explanation?
Leave granted.

Mr. TONKINq: Mr. Speaker, yesterday.
while speaking to the House, I made what
I subsequently found to be an inaccurate
statement. I ask not to be excused. be-
cause I do not think there is any excuse
for inaccuracy in a matter of this kind,
and I take full responsibility for it. How-
ever, I did not intend to mislead the House
and the answer I gave to an interjection
was misleading,

In answer to an interjection from the
Minister for Education, as to whether there
were any informal votes at Mowan urn, I
said, "No." That was my impression at the
time, which I gained from the information
in front of me. I subsequently found, on
checking, that there was one informal vote.
I apologise to the House for misleading it;
but, as I have already said, I do not ask
to be excused. I do not think there should
be an excuse for an inaccuracy of that
kind.

QUESTIONS (49): ON NOTICE
RAILWAYS

Kalgoorlie Service: Buffet Staff

1. Mr. T. ID. EVANS asked the Minister
for Railways:

Will he please have an invest iga-
tion made Into the practice of
providing only one girl on the
buffet ear of the Kalgoorlic train
ex Perth on Tuesdays, having re-
gard to-
(a) increased patronage;
(b) service to passengers; and
(e) justice to the girl concerned,

and advise me?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
Yes. I will have the matter inves-
tigated and advise the honourable.
member.

KALGOORLIE COURTHOUSE
Remodelling

2. Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:,

(1) Can he indicate when work is
expected to commence on the re-
modelling and upgrading of
facilities at the Courthouse. Eal-
goorlie?

(2) Does he realise that cold climatic
conditions now affecting Kalgoor-
lie make the experience of liti-
gants and other persons frequent-
ing the court at the centre a
most unpleasant one?
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